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Villa St. Benedict Foundation

The Villa St. Benedict Foundation is a 501 (c) 3 not for profit organization. It is an associated foundation of 
the Benedictine Foundation in Minneapolis, MN. All the funds raised locally are spent locally. No overhead 
development expenses including salaries, benefits, office equipment, and space are paid for by donations.
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“My husband and I have lived in Naperville for almost thirty years. I 
used to work in Lombard and every day I used to drive by the corner 
where Villa St. Benedict is now located. One day, I saw a sign go 
up announcing a new senior community. I kept my eye on it and 
watched the project while it was under construction. My parents lived 
in Michigan at the time and they were aging. They reached the point 
where they wanted to live closer to me. They came and looked at VSB 

and liked it. JoEllyn, the marketing consultant, worked with me and my family, and she was wonderful. She connected 
my parents with other residents when they arrived and that was where that sense of community started that I feel so 
strongly. My mom and dad wanted to make a donation to the VSB Foundation, so they met with Tammy. She was also a 
wonderful resource. All three of us struck up a wonderful friendship with her, and I remain good friends with her today. 

Unfortunately, my dad had dementia. As a result, we experienced all the different groups within VSB. They started in 
Independent Living, and then my dad moved into Memory Care. One time, when my dad was in Memory Care, he took 
a little tumble. The protocol was to call an ambulance so the resident could be given a full evaluation at the hospital. 
Fortunately, following the evaluation, we learned that he had not suffered any injuries. The hospital decided to release 
him that same night. When we arrived back at Villa St. Benedict, I will never forget that Rose, one of the nurses who 
had helped him that day, was waiting at the door. Her shift had already ended, but, instead of going home, she decided 
to stay and wait for my dad. She wanted to make sure he made it back. You just 
don’t forget something like that. It is that kind of caring that I have seen here that 
has given me the connection I feel with VSB. I support VSB because I want to see 
that kind of care continue for others. I donate because I see myself as paying it 
forward. I also do it because of the personal connection I feel with Tammy and 
the other members of the staff who have worked here over the years. 

I started the butterfly garden near the Villa Center patio two years ago. It has 
been my little tribute to my folks and everybody else who is living or visiting 
here. When I'm out there working on the garden, people come out for a stroll, 
and they love to stop and talk. They tell me how much they enjoy it. Many of 
the residents had nice gardens at their homes before they moved here and they 
miss them. I thought they would enjoy seeing something beautiful, especially 
since the pandemic began and they have been more confined. Little things like 
this bring smiles to peoples’ faces and that’s why I do it. It brings some joy to 
their life. We can all use more of that! I continue to care for the butterfly garden 
because of these kinds of connections with the people. It’s what I find brings me 
some peace and solace.”

Villa St. Benedict Foundation

Donor Profile
Barbara Bowen, Donor since 2016

“I support VSB because I want to see that 
kind of care continue for others.”
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Villa St. Benedict Foundation

Resident Profile
Marlene Sage, Wheeling, West Virginia

Resident since 2017

“I have been here at Villa St. Benedict for four and half years. I’ve 
loved it from the first minute I got here. I wouldn’t trade this place 
for the world. 

I went through Catholic schools in Wheeling, West Virginia where 
I trained to be a nurse. I loved being a nurse. I loved being there, 
being able to care for people and to help them. 

“I come from a background that was difficult. My husband and my father both were alcoholics. That leads me to where 
I go on Thursdays. I go to an Al-Anon meeting. People ask me, ‘Why do you still go? Your husband and your father are 
deceased.’ I always say, ‘Well, because I could no longer point a finger at somebody else. I have to look at myself. What 
do I need to work on?’ The other thing I want to do is to give hope to new people because it’s a devastating illness for 
families. One woman followed me to my car one day after I said that, and she said, ‘You know, Marlene, every time you 
open your mouth at a meeting, we get hope.’

After I retired from nursing, I served as a hospital chaplain for twelve years. My first patient was a woman who had just 
been told that she had cancer. She was very distraught. I just sat and held her hand. She said, ‘Now I don’t want to take 
all your time.’ I said, ‘I’m not answerable to anybody. I’m just here for you.’ What better place to have my apartment than 
half a hallway from the entrance to the chapel? I can stop in there anytime.

“I have macular degeneration. I can’t read anything 
and I have trouble seeing faces. I try to tell people 
when they see me coming down the hall, ‘Please 
announce your name.’ I like to greet people by 
name.

“So, I continue. I will listen to some of our residents 
who have some things that they are just struggling 
with. They just need a good listening ear. So, that’s 
me and that’s where I am. The important thing is I 
just love being here. When I talk to my friends about 
my living here, they wish they were at the age where 
they could come!”
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Villa St. Benedict Foundation

Associate Profile
Marisol Beltran, Human Resources

Since 2005

I live in Aurora with my husband, Nicholas, and my four children, Nicholas, 
Leslie, Isabella, and Ayden, and our dog, Bo. 

I have been employed at Villa St Benedict for seventeen years. Throughout 
these years, I have filled various positions including concierge, kitchen staff, 
administrative assistant, and CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant) for the Sacred 
Heart Sisters. I currently work in Human Resources.

The best part of my job is building relationships with the Sisters, staff, 
residents, and their families. At the end of my day, I go home with a feeling of accomplishment that I helped someone 
and made someone’s day better. 

In my time off, I enjoy traveling to Mexico to visit family, but also to visit its beautiful beaches and enjoy its 
mouthwatering cuisine. I enjoy reading and recently started diamond painting with my daughter which I am really 
enjoying. 

Volunteer Opportunities

Interested in volunteering your time and talents? Many of 
our current volunteers donate 1-10 hours a month assisting 
in a variety of ways, including:

• Assist with Programs
• 1:1 visits
• Lead an Activity
• Join the Geek Squad (Technology)
• Special Events helper
• Help with our gift shop
• Spend time with our memory care residents
• Read to residents
• Share your travel adventures
• Share your family pictures or holiday traditions

Come join us!

For more information, contact Tammy at the Villa St. Benedict 
Foundation Office at (630) 725-7011.
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Planned Giving & Other Ways to Give

Gift in Will or Bequest
Make your legacy part of ours by naming the Foundation as a  
beneficiary in your will.

Charitable Gift Annuity
Offers a tax deduction as well as reliable 
fixed income for life, while benefiting 
the residents who call Villa St. Benedict 
home with any amount left afterward.

Gift of Non-liquid Assets
You can donate items such as real estate, paintings, etc.

Qualified Charitable Distribution
Make a donation directly from your IRA.

Donate to Villa St. Benedict Foundation

Giving Options

Greatest Needs Fund
Gifts given to the Greatest Needs Fund support projects and programs on campus including health and wellness and 
capital improvements. The funds are directed wherever the need is the greatest to improve the lives of our residents. 
Decisions are made by the Director in collaboration with the Executive Director, the Foundation Coordinator, and the 
Resident Council. 

Charity Care Fund
A gift to the Charity Care Fund helps qualified residents remain in their home despite outliving their financial resources. 
Many other senior living communities request a resident find other living arrangements when they experience financial 
hardship. As a result, moving creates undue heartache for the resident and their family. Your gift offers a new lease on 
life and a boost in happiness knowing that home will always be home during their final years.

Memory Care Fund
Gifts directed to the Memory Care Fund support special care for individuals with diminishing memory.

Ways to Donate

• Check made payable to Villa St. Benedict Foundation,  
using the attached envelope in newsletter

• Online with a credit card at villastben.org/foundation

Questions regarding a donation?
Contact us for help.

Guy Vaccaro, Ph.D.

Director of Development

Villa St. Benedict Foundation

(630) 725-7015

guy.vaccaro@villastben.org

Tammy Bruner

Foundation Coordinator

Villa St. Benedict Foundation

(630) 725-7011

tbruner@villastben.org

Visit villastben.org/foundation
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Visit villastben.org/foundation

Villa St. Benedict Statement of Operations 
Years Ended June 30, 2022 and June 30, 2021

Revenue & Support 2022 2021
Resident Services Revenue $13,875,828 $13,446,258

Amortization of Entrance Fees 1,033,403 1,049,546

Investment Income 131,420 152,065

Other Income 473,207 736,558

Total Revenue and Support $15,513,858 $15,384,427

Expenses 2022 2021
Housing with Services $12,082,428 $11,927,727

Home Community Based Services 208,060 157,911

Management and General 2,599,086 2,534,646

Total Expenses $14,889,574 $14,620,284

Operating Income $624,284 $764,143

Net Unrealized (Loss) Gain on Investments ($1,445,999) $1,065,711

(Deficit) Excess of Revenues Over Expenses ($821,715) $1,829,854

Audited by CliftonLarsonAllen LLP, November 21, 2022.

Tracy Lehn (left), Director, Philanthropy Services Benedictine, 
and Laurie Hennen at the history board in the Villa Center. 
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Laurie Hennen, Senior Vice President, Foundation/Chief Philanthropy Office of Benedictine 
Foundation with VSB resident, Chuck Sener, in the Bistro during her visit on October 4. 


